otir land. It has many illustrative tales and sublime teach-
ings, besides the narrative of the fortunes of the Pandavas.
It is in fact a veritable ocean containing countless pearls and
gems. It is with the Ramayana, a living fountain of the
ethics and culture of our motherland.

The Mahabharata is also known as Panchama Veda, the
fifth Veda. It was specially written by Sri Vedavyasa in
order to make the sublime knowledge of the four Vedas
available to the common folks. Few books have ever exerted
such profound influence on the minds of men as the Maha-
bharata. This immortal epic is unique in every way. It gives
an account of persons with different qualities, maxims for
right conduct and indicates the ways to realise God, It is a
full treatise on the science of society giving portraits, cus-
toms, heroic deeds of persons and contains a picture of uni-
versal movement, light and shades. It confirms the truth that
sin and sinfulness are certain to be destroyed and even good
souls, if they associate with these. Philosophy seldom appeals
to the mind. But in Mahabharata, even the most obstruse
philosophic truths are put across by means of stories and
legends. This is the secret of its popularity among all classes
of people. We find priceless teachings in this. It awakens
in our young men and women, an awareness of our rich
moral heritage and lifts them from the dropping faith in
Values. Reading it is liberal and religious education. It
has excellent readability.

It is the largest literary work ever composed in the
annals of the world. It is the most important landmark in
the cultural evolution of mankind and the biggest heritage
which ancient India has bequeathed to the succeeding gene-
rations. Bhagavad Gita is a part and parcel of this epic.
The Mahabharata together with its innumerable parables and
fables, episodes and anecdotes has propounded a theory of
philosophical Relativity, harmonising the secular and the
spiritual into a synthesis and symphony wherein the parame-
ters and parodoxes, contradictions and conflicts of life lose
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